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"HERE cannot be a clearer" 50. 
Tix, . poſition concerning Trade, than, | 
That it is the Intereſt of 'every 
2 Manufafturing Country to 888 46 
great a Choice and Variety of raw 
Materials, and upon as cheap Terms, às can poſſibl i be 
. procured, For an Error in this Reſpect, is funda- 
mental, and hardly to be corredted by any ſübſe- 
quent Care or Diligence. Therefore the L 


hath wiſely ordained, That: though: Wool, for In- 


ſtance, grows in greater Plenty in Zng/arid than per- 
Nations ſhall be admitted into England Duty fie 
juſtly conſidering, That We can never have tas great 
2 Choice and Plenty of that neceſſary; Material of 
extenſive and profitable aun, or m _ cheap 


Terms. rer 7190 


BY A ſecond | Projtiion; not inferior IN 
Evidence or Importance, i is, That unleſs fome Gb 
modities are taken from other Countries Way of 


Barter in the Courſe of Trade, Lou can have but a 


ima Vent for your own Manufactures; it being im- 
| A 2 pPioſſible 


7 - + 


- 


— 


poſhible for any Nation to make 20 their Pa 


Preliminary Propoitions, 


4 


it is not more for the Intereſt of a Manufacturing Na- 


tion to import ſametimes raw Materials by Way of 


providing for the future Induſtry of their People, 
than to be akvays importing Gold and Silver; 


which, when they come to be uncopnected with 


Labour and Induſtry, (as in this Caſe they would ſoon 
be) have no other Effect, than to introduce Lazineſs, 
Vanity - and e — Anal in the End 
Poverty. ; J | 


III A third Propoſition; by wey ef Pretiniioarys 


is this, That Cheapneſs in regard to Price, and Good+ 


xe/5 in regard to Quality, are the Support and Prop of 
all Manufactures: And that it is impoſſible, in the 
Nature of Things, for a Nation to preſerve any Ma- 
nufacture, if they ſtrike off, or ſuffer to be ſtruck 
off theſe two grand Pillars, Cheapneſs and Goodneſs, 
They muy indeed tamper for à while; and ſeem to 
do ſomething, not unlike a Quack in Phyſic, to- 


wards botching up a broken Conſtitution; but it will 


ſdon appear, . 
only to make bad worſe. 39 4 


fully qualified to judge of the 5 and er 
oh, what is to follow. | 


* 
- 


nt 
in Gold and Silver, even if they abounded with the 
richeſt Mines of thoſe Metals. Nay, though it 


were poſſible, it may be greatly queſtioned, Whether 


T Theſe three Preliminary Propoſitions 1 duly 
weighed, every real Lover of his, Country will. be 
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Parliament for the Admiſſion of Bar- Iron 


| Duty Free from our own: Colonies. | And after various 
Struggles, as is always the Caſe, between Self · In - 
tereſt and the Public Good, the contending 


ſeemed to comptomiſe the Difference, By paſſing a 
Law for importing Bar- Iron Duty. free into the Port of 


| London only, continuing the Reſtraint againſt all che 


other Ports of the Kingdom. The oaly Indulgence, 
which could be obtained at that Juncture, was: 
a Permiſſion to Import Pi- Iron Duty · free into other 
Places: Of which more ſhall be ſaid in the Sequel. 
Now, when this Law was paſſed, thoſe Perſons 
who contended for the Zxcia/ion of other Ports, re- 


joiced almoſt as much as if they had obtained a 


complete Victory: And indeed, every Thing con- 
ſidered, the Termination of the Diſpute in this man- 
ner, was little leſs. For, as to the Pig- Iron im- 
ported, that was to come of courſe into beir Hands, 
in order to make it into Bars: So that they were ag 
much at Liberty to engroſs the Commodity, and 49 


ſet their own Price upon it, as ever they were. Ang | 
in regard to the Bar- Iron admitted into the Port of 


London Duty - free, this could give them no gteat 
Diſturbance, becauſe the 'Dearneſt of Coats, on Act 
count of the heavy Duties paid in that particular 


Port, would effectualiy prevent any Manufacture 


from being ſet up in Londun, or its Neighbourhood: 


And the Expence of Land: Carriage from Lend to | 
. the manufacturing Parts of the Kingdom, would 
| rather be too * for ſuch a ponderous, low-pricet 
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Commodity to ſupport. But left the induſtrious 


Te CASE of the , 


Artificers of Birmingham, Walſall, &c. ſhould: avail 


Waggons which carry their Manufactures to 
to return Home with Bar- Iron, a Clauſe was inſert- 
ed, to prohibit the Carriage of American Bar - Iron 


beyond ten Miles from the City: By which means, 


the City of London itſelf enjoys no kind of Advan- 


tage from the Exclufion of the other Ports. In mort, 
as the Caſe ſtands at preſent, this Iron cannot be uſed 


in and about London ; and it hall not be permitted 
tds be carried to thoſe Places where it may be uſed:, 


However, the Advocates. for a free Trade were 
glad of getting even /o far towards the Accompliſh · 
ment of their good Defign ; hoping, that when the 
preſent Clamours had ſubſided, and Mens Minds 
became more opened and enlarged: by Length of 


Time, and the natural Progreſs of Truth, a conve- 
. nient Seaſon might be found for making this particu- 


tar Indulgence to the City of London, become a gene- 
ral Benefit to the whole Kingdom. Thus ſtood 


the Caſe on both Sides in the Year 1781. It remains 
now to ſhew, What Turn Things have taken, and 


whether the Reaſons for applying to Parliament have 
ceaſed, or increaſed ſince that tine. 

But previous to this, it may be proper to obſerve, 
for the fake of thoſe who are not converſant in Things 
of this Nature, that the Perſons concerned in the 


Iron Trade are gengrally ranged into two Claſſes, 


The fron Masvt As, and the ron ManuracTuREas ; 


the preſent Diſpute, will greatly depend on a juſt 
1 between theſe two Bodies of Men, | 


themſelves even of this Circumftance, and get the 


Aud the forming a right Judgment on the Merits, of 


3 
oem As 


| Tnportation' of B AR-TRON. 575 
As to'the Von MasrzRS; You will pleaſe to ob- 
ſerve, That the firſt Proceſs is to refine the Iron 


from the Ore, by running the Metal into ſnort pieces, 
like Billet Wood, called Pig- Iron; and the Pro- 


ptietor of this Work is termed the Furnace- Maſter. 
But Note, The only Fuel proper for this Operation 
is Wood-Charcoal. - The next Proceſs is to mejiorate 
the Iron, till by means of a Charcoal Fire, to ren- 
der it malleable, and draw it out into Bars by the 
Strokes of the Great Hammer ; The Owner of which - 
Work is ſtiled the Forge- Maſter. But, generally 
ſpeaking, the ſame Perſon, or Perſons, united in a 
Company, are the Proprietors of both Works : And 
perhaps of Slitting and Rowling Mills beſides ; whoſe 
common Appellation is therefore, That of Har- 
Maſters. Now, from the very Stating of this Caſe, 
it plainly appears, That: theſe Men, though few in 


Number, muſt be Men of great Subſtance, great 


22 in Trade, and capable of exerting a very, 

dangerous Influence, when they find it their Intereſt 
ſo to do, over Men of needy Circumſtances, n 
ſmell Capitals, dependent upon them. 

We come therefore in the next Place, to the Du * 
Nanufaldurers: Theſe Men receive the Material for 
their Workmanſhip from the Iron Maſters either in 
Bars, Rods, or.Plares, and work it up into all the 
various Implements, for which England is now be- 
come ſo famous over all the World. But pleaſe to 
obſerve,” for it is an important 
the Iron comes into the Hands of the Manufacturers, 
the Uſe of Mood. Charcoal is from thence-forward en 


2 | | n : 


leis, That when 


titely laid aſide, and that they petform all their Ope- 3 
roman -with Pit-coal. Now, theſe Men, general ß 


Ne CASE. of the 
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mer, are but of middling Fortunes: And the Nail; 
ers in particular may be ranked among the lower, or 
the loweſt Claſs of Life. But nevertheleſs, ſhould 
You add the whole of their Fortunes together, and 
conſider the immenſe Yearly Value or Produce, of 
their Labour And ſhould You make an Eſtimate 
of their Uſefulneſs to the Landed Intereſt of the King- 
dom, to the ſeveral Branches of the Revenue, to all 
Parts of Commerce internal and external, to Ship- 
ping and Navigation, to our Colonies abroad as well 
as Ourſelves at home, There is no Sort of Com- 
pariſon, in a NMatiaual View, between the Importance 
of che one, and that of the other. And yet the whole 
Conteſt in this Affair lies between theſe two Sets of 
Men, The Iron-Maſters on one Side, and the Tron - 
Manufacturers on the other: Whereas beſides all other 


Conſiderations, the Iron · Manufacturers are to the lron- 
Maſters in Number, at leaſt as Two Thousand to 


Om. 5 | 8 ; {33 CW LINE 
This being premiſed, We now return to the Point 


in hand; And ſhall divide all that need be ſaid on this 


Sutiject, into N nee . to 
* | 


r 4 C TS. 


1e B, that thi Trin-ddennfaiure: 1 Ex- 
land is increaling every Day; So that the De- 


— raw Materials is growing greater and 
Aud though the Riſe of this Manufacture 


greater. 
is but of late Date, with ſome others, yet 
— hen of in its Extent and National 


2 


s cod by Wey of Gomperiſan wht, the for- 
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Importation of B AR-TRON. DH. 
Advantage, the J/oollen only excepted, So that it 
may juſtly now be reckoned the sz ‚ο Manufatture 

in the i cred 


IT. It is a Fa#, That the Price of all Bar- 158 
whatſoever i is greatly encreaſed ſince the laſt Appli- 
cation to Parliament. And if it ſhould go on for any 
conſiderable Time longer, enhancing in proportion 


to what it hath done of late Years, the whole Manu- 


facture will. be in Danger of being ruined in England, 
and of removing to ſome other 8 | 


III. It is a Fa#, That the moſt neceſſary and uſcful 


Part of the Swwediſb Iron imported into this Kingdom, 
called Orgroons, is by means of Pre-contrafs, and 


other Ways of ſecret Management both at home and 


abroad, monopolized into a few, a very few Hands. 
And it is much to be feared, That the Ryuſia Iron will 
ſhortly undergo, if it hath not already undergone, 

the ſame Fate. Not to mention, That both Swediſh 

and Ruſſia Iron, being Subject to the Controll of their 
reſpective Governments before Exportation, may be 
ſtopped at Pleaſure, (and from the preſent Appear- 
ance of public Affairs we know not how. ſoon). 
or may have additional Duties laid upon them, in 
proportion as thoſe Governments ſhall take a Diſguſt 
to, or perceive, that the Britih Nation cannot do 
without their Iron. I ſay additional Duties far 
there are ſome Duties laid on already; and more arg 
threatened which will make thoſe Commodities 
come ſtill Dearer to the Englih Manufacturers. The 


_ Swediſh Duties were long ago as high as three Pound 
. Shillings and Sixpence Sterling per Ton, 
K B 63-4 


according 


' England, neveſſaty for making Charcoal, is more thai 


10 Tie CASE of th © 

according to the Account of one of our Adverſaries. 
[See a Pamphlet, intitled, The Intereft of Great Bri- 
tain in ſupplying ber ſelf with Iron.) And We have 
too good Grounds for apprehending, that when the 
preſent Contract for Orgroon Iron is expired, the 
Swediſh Government will come to ſome farth&r Re- 


ſolutions, by no means favourable to the Manufac- ' 


tures of Great Britain. | 

As to the manner of vending our own Englifb 
Iron, no Man can be ſo blind, but muſt plainly ſee, 
That a few rich Men, linked together in a common 
Intereſt, are much likelier to combine with one an- 
other to keep up the Price againſt the poor, nume- 


© + rous, and unconnected Manufacturers, than the 


Manufacturers can againſt them. 
L IV. It is a Fa#, That both the Swediſh and Ruf- 


fian Governments have of late circumſcribed and flint- 


& the making of Bar-Iron within their reſpective 


Dominions: The Swedes, by limiting the annual 


Qpantity to be made; and the Empreſs off Ruſſia, 
by forbidding the Erection of any Works within 
ſuch and ſuch Limits, under the ſevereſt Penalties. 
The Conſequence of which Reſtraints will be doubly 
prejudicial to the Intereſts of the Brizjh Manufac- 


furers; firſt, becauſe the Quantity imported will 


not anſwer the Demand of ah increaſing and groto- 


_ ing Manufacture; and yet, ſecondly, the Price will 


be enhanced in Proportion to the Demand. Thus 
the Evil will be multiplied upon us both Ways. 


V. Tt is a Fus, That the Price of Cord-Wood in 


doubled 


t, 
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coal being fo dear here in England, and the Demand 
for am Sort of Bar- Iron being great, the Iron - Maf- 


Importation of BA R- IRON: 5 
doubled of late Tears; and that the n it⸗ 
ſelf begins to be extremely ſcarce. : 


VI. It is a Fa#, That the American W has 
ſome Qualities in it, peculiarly uſeful in ſeveral of our 
capital Manufactures ;- viz. There is one Sort, called 
Beſt Printipio, as good as any in the World for mak» 
ing Fire-Arms: = And there are but few Forges 
here in England which produce an Iron proper for that 
Purpoſe. There is alſo another Sort of American 
Iron, of a tough, wirey Nature, fit, not only for 
making Wire, which requires ſome of the beſt of Iren, 
but alſo for making excellent long Nails. 


Fu. Ir is a Fact, That when the Anerican Pig 
Iron is brought over here, it not only undergoes the 
Expence of Carriage and Re- carriage into diſtant 
Parts of the Country, where the Forges are ſituated, 
in order to be made into Bars, (by which means the 
Price of the Commodity i is till enhanced) but it alſo 
hath not Juſtice done it, when it is. put into gur 
Engliſh Forges : That is to ſay, the Price of Char- 


ters will not allow a Sufficiency of Charcoal to me- 
liorate and purify the Metal, and bring it to its due 
Conſiſtence and Perfection. Hence it is, that the 


Credit and Reputation of the Iron Manufacture, 
unleſs ſpeedily remedied, will greatly ſuffer; — and 


ſuffer in every View, viz. both by being made in a 
leſs workman-like Manner by the Manufacturer, in 
order to make himſelf Amends for the exceflive 


Dearneſs of the raw Material; and allo, becauſe it 
20H is 
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is Aenne for him, were he ever ſo defi, ea 2A 


VIII. It is a Fat, That the Exciſe, hi Poſt-Of- 
fice, the Stamp. Duties, and all other Branches of 
the Revenue, (taking in a Courſe of Years) riſe, ot 
fink in Proportion to the Number of Perſons induſ- 
triouſly imployed, who are the Conſumers of Ex- 


- Ciſeable Commodities, and the Cauſes of uſing Stamp- 


5 and of the Circulation of Multitudes of Let- 
The Revenues of the Exciſe and Poſt-Office, 


in ir erden have been doubled, trebled, quidru- 
pled, and even ſextupled, in the Counties of S/af- 


ford and Warwick, ſince the firſt rufe of "AY yon 
r in choſe Provinces. | 


NOW. as aheſe are all Matters * Fad, RO 


ef which We muſt inſiſt upon, and do moſt humbly 


recommend to the mature Attention of the Legiſla- 


ture, and of every real Patriot and Lover of his 
Country ; ; We ſhall, in the next Place, beg Leave 


to give our Reaſons for this preſent Application to 
Parliament. | | 


R'E AS ON s 


= 1271. it hath already "Ib made to appear, 


That every Motive. for the Admiſſion of 


| American Bar-Iron, which ſubſiſted before the Year 
1751, is now grown ſtronger, and calls the more 


urgently for public- Attention. And the preſent 


alarming Connection of Rufſia with France, ſhould 


rouſe us the more tq turn: our Thoughts. towards 


' 
i F wo” * jp X 
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dur own Colonies for Supplies of Iron} = ret 


be ſaved by importing Bars rather than Pigs. 


en nE. 0. | | - 96 


* 


K 


to what was done formerly in to Pitt 
Tar; when Sweden, under the Influence of the " 
conftant Enemy, endeayoured to diſtreſs 98 th br the 
Uſe of ' thoſe neceſſary, important Articles. ; May ay, 
the Succeſs attending that Affair, be, an e 


ne to do the like 1 in this. 


| Ws | Becauſe Sie Tctpottitibit of Bar, inſtead of Pig 
Iron, would be a conſiderable Saving to the 12 
porters, and conſequently to the Manofatuii® i ir 
the Price of 'Preight : That is to ſay, As ps rt 
of Pig-Iron are generally the Quantity: allowed for 


making three Tons of Bar; it therefore follows; chat 


one fourth Part of the Freight, or 25 N Cent. pp 


likewiſe are a more commodi ous Stowage in 155 


_ Hold than Pigs. - — Not to mention, that 68 op ning 
a new Market, the Iron-Mafters. would have 1 it leſs 
in their Power to fix their own Price upon the Com- 
modity than they have at preſent, becauſe the Ame- 


rican Iron would not then paſs through their "Hands ; $ 
and that the neceſſary Expences of Carriage. from 


the Port to the Forge, and from the Forge to the 


Manufacturer, would thereby be ſuperſeded: All, 
that the Material itſelf would, moſt probably, be 
better made in Anerica, where Charcoal is cheap, 
than in England, where i it is exceſſive dear, and on- 


| ſequently, not a a Sufficiency . 


III. Becauſe both England the Mother * 


and her Colonies, will be equally benefited by this 
5 — and n without any * i 
Loſs 


f 


3 Te 4E of th, 5 
Loſs or Hazard. No Squadrons are to be fitted ous 
to bring this Point to bear; no Forces to embark, 
ns Troops to march, and no foreign Enemy to can- 
tend with, — All that is neceſſary, is, Only to untie 
the Hands of 1 4 and to let honeſt Labour 


"EL 


People. | nn hg, fs 
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IV. W the Admiſſion of ER from our 

| Colonies Duty-free, would conſiderably advance ma- 
ny other Articles of Americas Commerce, which naw 
in 4 manner lie neglected, or untouch'd,. As for 
Example, Iron being ponderous, and taking up lit- 
tle Room, and other Goods Jinks. and taking up a 
great deal, a proper Cargo might be made up, at 
all Times, by joining both together; and by this 
means, not only the former Articles of Trade might 
be brought Home upon better Terms than uſual, 


but alſo many new ones might be introduced, which P | 


perhaps are at preſent little thought of. The Coun- 
try on both ſides of the Mohawk River, which comes 
down to Mam, and thence to New York, is the 
— fitteſt'in the World, according to the judicious Mr 
Calden's Account, in his Hiſtory of the Five Indian 
Nations, for raiſing of Hemp. But, the Importation. 
of this Article, as 1 eri of Flax from North Ame- 
rica; hath not hitherto ſucceeded to the Degree it 
Was expected; z which is ſolely owing to this Cir- 
cutſtance, That Hemp and Flax taking up much 
Room, and yet being of little Weight, were not able 
of themſelves to ſupport the whole Charges of Freight 
and Infurance. Now the Admiſſion of Bar-Iron 
tends to remedy this Inconvenience ; becauſe 20, 30 


* # 
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Stowage of Hemp or Flax, Thus therefore, bythe 


mutual Afiſtance of the Heavy and the Light,” à 
compleat Cargo of excellent raw Materials might be 


brought from the Colonies to the Mother Country, 
giving Im 8 and Bread bad Thoufands both 


(here "n0g oe 


V. A ich Resſon, and tha moſt e to 
Great Britain, ariſes from the following Citcum- 


is 
ot 40 Tons may de put into the Bottom of 2 Ship; 9 
by way of Ballaft, and yet no Room be loft far the 3 


ſrance ; viz, That the Manufaktures of Greet Britain 


| eannot be vended in fuch Quantities in out North- 


ern Colonies, as the Americans themſelves demand, 


| for want of proper Returns, by way of Barter or 
Payment. But, were the Americans allowed to ſend 


us more raw Materials, (Materials which we muſt 


purchaſe with ready Money from other Countries; in 


Alliance with the French, our natural Enemies) the 


Engliſh Manufacturers would give them more 
wrought Goods in Exchange: A moſt advantage- 


ous Comiverce on both Parts; or there is no ſuch 


Thing in Nature! _ And this Ukewiſe 3 is the proper 


Method of promoting the Intereſt of the Colonies, 


and of the Mother Country at the ſame Time: This 
would multiply our Shipping and Navigation, would 
Increaſe his Majeſty's Revenue, and do every thing i 
that is neceſſary to make a Nation great and pow- 
erful; — without involving us in any Difputes with 


France or any other Power, or bringing on any Ex- 
12 or ne witatigever. * 


VI. The laſt Reaſon we ſhall iii; is, Becauſe 


it n * clear, that the American Bar-Iron is 
capable 


SIE 


16 CASE. eee * | 
capable. . great Improyements, as to che e, 
or Nature of it. We do not pretend to foretel, 
what different Sorts of Ore may yet be diſcovered, 
when more Works ſhall be erected, more Experi- 
ence acquired, and new Veins ſhall. be tried: (Tho? 
ſurely we might be allowed to ſuppoſe, that what 
happens in all other Caſes will happen in this, via. 
That new Experiments will bring on new Diſcoye-, 
ries and greater Perfection.) But We do affert, That 
in regard to the American Ore already diſcovered, 
great Improvements can be made in the Fluxing and 
Refining of it. And the Manufacturers, who may 
— to be the beſt Judges, have Reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that certain Sorts of it may be brought near 
1 the Quality of the Swediſh — if made into 
Bars in ſuch a woody Country as America, where 
there is no Need of ſtinting the Expence of Char- 


Such therefore being the Reaſons for this humble 
Application, We now proceed to our ANSWERS | 
to ſuch aprons as are, or ene e — 
us.. 


obe, « FF the Americans | are 8 = 
7» BY taught the Way to make Bar- Iron, 
« they. 210 not. ſtop there, but will proceed to ma- 
00 MufaRture it in all its Branches: To, which End 
their Slaves will be of infinite Uſe,, becauſe they. 
are obliged to work much cheaper than any Eree- 
| <« men will, or can: And ſo, from becoming our. | 
e uſeful Cuſtomers, they will ſoon commence our 3 
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e Objection comes a little ungracefully « out of 
the Mouth of an Ton- Maſter; and ſuch a Zeal in 
Him doth not carry. the proper Marks of Sincerity 
along with it. — Were the Caſe as the Objector re- 
ſents, the Iron. Manufacturers would be the firſt 
Perſons to take the Alarm, and to oppoſe ſuch a 
Meaſure, But they know better; and deſire every 


Reader to ſuſpend. his Judgment for the preſent, till 
he has heard what can be ſaid on the other Side. # 


| Arfeer it, This Objection, . permitting or 
teaching the American to make' -Iron, comes too 
late : For they are both permitted and taught alrea- 
dy. Nor will they now be perſwaded to leave off, 
and to break up their numerous Works, —_— to 
Pleaſe t the Iron-Maſters of England, -” | 


Anſwer 2d; If chere is any B to be appre- 
hended, That the Americans will in time commence 
Iron Manufacturers, it can ariſe only from the ad/olute 
Neeeſſity that we ſhallput them under, to act in this 
Manner, by not allowing them the Means-of pur- 


"chaſing our Manufactures. Which Neceflity has been 


the Cauſe of their ſetting up ſo many Works already 
of different kinds. Take away therefore this Neceſ- 
firy and Compulſion; and then Vou are ſure of 
their Cuſtom, becauſe the Engljþb can ſell the Goods 
to them much cheaper than they can manufacture 
them: a now nnn 8 400 


60 | 


, SB: The CASE of the 
Anſwer 3d, viz. That as far as concerns the Iron- 
Manufacture, this ſuppoſed Rivalſhip between the 
Colonies and Us, is impoſſible, provided we do not 
' compel them by Neceſſity. For the Price of Labour is 
at leaſt Cent. per Cent. cheaper in the Counties of 
Warwick and Stafford, than it is in any Part of the 
Britiſh Plantations. And as to the Labour of-Slaves, 
We could make it appear, were this the proper Place, 
That Slaves do not now, never yet did, and never 
will perform their Work either fo cheap, or ſo 
well, as hath been done by Perſons, who are ſpur- 
red on by Rivalſhip and Emulation, and the Hopes 
of Gain. For indeed all Mankind will exert that 
provident Fore-caſt, that Induſtry, and thoſe Abilities / 
out of Choice, and for the Sake of their own Intereſt, 
to which no Power on Earth can force or compel 
them. Moreover, as to Pit-Coal, that moſt neceſ- ' 
ſary Article in the Iron Manufacture, the Americans 
on the Sea Coaſt, and on this Side the Apalatean 
Mountains, have it not among them. And while 
that is the Caſe, neither they, nor any other Nation will 
be able to make any Figure in the Iron Manufacture, 
unleſs it be our own Fault, by permitting, them to 
have auriCoals at an eaſy Rate. The Swedes, for 
Example, are the greateſt Iron · Maſters in the World. 
They are likewiſe a free People, and work for ex- 
ceffive low Wages; They have Plenty of Charcoal, 
and very cheap, were Charcoal .the proper. Fuel 
for this Purpoſe. Moreover they have turned their 
Thoughts for many Years paſt wholly to Com- 
merce, and they underſtand Metallurgy as well as 


WH - any People whatever. Why therefore, with 41 
| __ Advantages, are they /o far behind the Engliſh 
in 
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in the Iron Manufacture? The Reaſon is plain; They _ 


want Pit-Coals; and they cannot procure them, but 


at ſuch a Price, as muſt neceſſarily turn the Ba- 
lance in our Favour. Judge now of the Weight 
and Strength of this formidable Objection. Is it 
not like every other Spectre, terrible at a Diſtance; 
but upon nearer Approach, vaniſhes into Nothing? 


Obiection II. . As foreign Iron pays a Duty to the 


& Government of al. 85. 6d. # Ton, the Importation _ 


& of American Iron, Duty-free, would ſtop the Con- 
« ſumption of the other, and by that Means preju- 
« dice the Revenue, which at this critical Juncture 


& can bear no Loſs, nor Defalcation. WE: 


Anſwer iſt, The Difference of the Diſtances be- 
tween England and the Baltic, and England and 


North America, together with the Nature of the re- 


ſpective Voyages, will {till preponderate on the Side 
of Sweden and Ruſſia, unleſs theſe Powers ſhould 
lay'on higher Duties and Diſcouragements than they. 
do at preſent : So that the Foreign Materials will 


ſtill be conſidered by the Manufacturers as the chief 


Articles of their Conſumption. This appeats the 
ſtronger, if you conſider, That it is impoſlible to 
import Iron from North America in any other 
Shape than as Ballaſt to other Freights; be- 


cauſe, if You was to freight a Ship'wholly with Iron, 
the Carriage could not be afforded for leſs than 25s. 


or 306. Ton; which is ſuch an Expence as the 
Material could not bear. But, when it comes only 


by Way of Ballaſt, taking up no Room that was 


wanted for other * it may be brought home 
. C2 for 


20 die CASE of th 
for 65. or 8s, per Ton. This being the Caſe, it evi 
dently follows, That an Importation of Irpn by Way 
of Ballaſt need not raiſe any great Alarms, either in 
regard to Britiſb, or Foreign Iron, becauſe it never can 
amount to very great Quantities; Perhaps i in a long 
Proceſs of Time, it may tiſe up to 8, or 10,000 Tons | 
Lear. However, if this Method ſhould tend to 
diſſolve the preſent Monopolies of Swediſp and Ruſſian 
Iron; and conſequently lower the Price of them, 
(which is one great Point to be wiſhed, and aimed £5 
at) it would be ſo far from leflening the Revenue, 
that it would greatly increaſe itz becauſe, in that 
Cafe, greater Quantities of Foreign Iron would ſtill. 
be imported. For, We muſt beg Leave again to 
remark, that the Iron Manufacture i is not in adeclin- 


ing, but in an increaling State. 


* Anſwer a0, Granting even, Thar Quad 
Foreign Iron would be leſſened by a few Tons, or 
perhaps Scores of Tons, if American Iron was ad- 
mitted Duty - free, (though t the contrary Suppoſition 
d much more probable) Let, as this could: nevet 
happen, but by a very great Increaſe of che Manu- 
facture, and conſequently by a much larger Con- 
ſumption than uſual, of every Exciſeable Commodity, 
by raifing the Revenue of the Cuſtoms, the Poſt, and 
Stamp Offices, the Loſs one Way would be compen- 
ſated more than fourfo!d another Way. Nay, if one 
additional Ton of American Iron ſhould be made into 
Birmingham- Toys, it would more than make Amends 
to the Government for the Non-pay 


ment of tex Tons, 
To of 245.55 e is, a the | 
Cuſtomhouſe. 1 
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Auer 30, This tender Regard for the Revenue 
is a New Topic, and only taken up to ſerve the pre- 


ſent Turn. At other Times, it uſed to be objected by 
the Iron Maſters, That the Importation of American 
Iron would not at all diminiſh the Conſumption of 


the Foreign; and conſequently, not prejudice the 


Revenue. And the Reaſon then aſſigned was, That 


the Americen Iron being exactly of the ſame Quality 


with the Engli, it would wholly ſupplant the Uſe of 
our own Iron, but not that of Foreigners. This was 


' their former Plea, when they had a different Point 


to ſerve: But the Truth is, That as America is a very 


large Country, And as there are great Varieties of Ore 
already diſcovered, che Iron coming from thence 
hath various Qualities, ſome ſimilar to the Engliſh, 

ſome to the Stordiſo, and others to the Ruſſian, But, 
as to ſtopping the Conſumption. of either Engiyh, 


Swediſh, or Ruſſian, in any confiderable Degree, it is all 
Flouriſh and Declamation. And we can hardly per- 
ſwade Ourſelves, That. the Perſons are in Earneſt who 


make the Objection. Indeed the preſent Scheme 


poſition made to it. 


10 Odjection ml. If the Americans are ſuffered 
« to import their Iron Duty-free, all the Engliſh 


« Furnaces and Forges muſt ſtand till : Becauſe 


We cannot pretend to ſell as cheap as they can: 


10 n likewiſe muſt be grubbed up; for it 


e will not be worth the while to eee them: And 


<« the Country, which is alrcady too bare of Timber, | 
** 


2. E ſtill be barer. / 


may lower the exorbitant Price, and Monopoly of 
all three: And this is the true F. e of the Op: 


— 


228 We CASE of de 


Anfiver iſt, That the making of Engl Iron is a 
moſt profitable Branch of Buſineſs, may be inferred, 
without farther Proof, from the immenſe Eftates got 
in that Trade: And, that the Enghiſs Iron-Maſters 
may {ell as cheap as the Americans, if they pleaſe, and 
cheaper too, all Circumſtances conſidered, is'a 
certain Fact; Becauſe though the Americans have 
one Advantage over the Engliſh, namely, Cheapneſs 
of Charcoal, the Engii have many over them, namely, 
Cheapneſs of Labour, Exemptions from the Expence 
of Freight, Commiſſions, Port-Charges, Warehou- 
ſes, the Conſumption of Ruſt, Sc. Ec, Not to men- 
tion, that they have likewiſe- the Advantage of / 
Works already built, a long Eſtabliſhment, Corre- 
ſpondencies formed and ſettled, and a communding 
Iofluence over many of the poorer Manufacturers, 


_— hath appeared on many Occafions, 


 Hafwer ad, As to the Deſtroying of Woods, We 
know the Fact to be quite the Reverſe to what is ſet 
forth in the Objection: We know, that Furnaces 
and Forges are the very worſt Nurſes that could be 
thought af for rearing up young Woods and Cop- 
| pices. And We appeal to all the World, whether 
it is not a notorious Truth, that for one Acre which 
they have been the cauſe of planting and preſerving, 
they have been the Means of grubbing up and de- 
ſtroying Thouſands. In ſhort, the proper Term for 
them is N vod. Devourers, inſtead of Wood-Preſervers. 
— Beſides, We muſt inſiſt, that the ſhrowding or 


cropping of Oak for Charcoal, (which is too com- 
mon a Practice) is ſo far from being a Means of 
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making the Trees to grow fit for Timber, m_ | 
Ann ſpoils thein for that Uſe. 1 ; 


_ Anſwer qd, Epos which is . ſureſt K Guide, 
hath plainly ſhewn, that Self · Intereſt is a very uafit 
Judge of future Effects, and of the Conſequences of 
Things of this Nature. The preſent Cry is, That 
if Bar- Iron from America was to be admitted Du- 
* ty-free, the Country would ſtill grow barer f 
« Timber, becauſe it would not be worth while fur 
* the Land-Owners to ſuffer the Trees to grow. 2 
Suppoſe therefore that inſtead of Bar- Iron you had 
' faid Mool, and that an Out-cry was to be raiſed a> 
gainſt the free Importation of Wool : — “ For, if 
Wool ſhall: be admitted to come from other 
« Countries, eſpecially from Ireland, Duty-free;Alack» 
* a-day, what will become of Us? — Our Sheep- 
Walks mult all be deſtroyed; not a Flock, nota 
e ſingle Sheep will be left; becauſe it will not an- 
* ſwer to rear or keep them: The Tenants muſt all 
„ break; the Landlords loſe. their Rents; and the 
Government its Taxes. Theſe will be the Con- 
* ſequences of admitting the Importation of Wool 
Duty: free. Now, You muſt allow, that this Plea, 
were it made (and moſt probably it was made) at 
the Time, when it was debated, Whether it was 
right to admit foreign Wools Duty-free :I ſay, that 
this Plea is at leaſt as good and as reaſonable as 


Yours. You muſt acknowledge likewiſe, that the 


Proprietors of Sheep Lands, and the Growers of 
Wool, are, in every Senſe, a much inore conſidera- 
ble Body of Men than the Iron-Maſters, and the 
| Fropriezors of a few Wood-Lands : And you muft 
confeſs 


W- .-- Silt 


 nexi-dpor Neighbours, the fo; (in all which-Coun- 
tries Land and Labour are mueb chrapar than in Eug- 
land) — than it would be to oppoſe the Admiſian 
of Har Iron coming from ſo diſtant a Country as 
North: America, where, if Land and Charecal are 


cheaper, Labour (the prinapal Concern) is infinite- 


ly daarer. Yet, notwithſtanding: the Plauſibility of 
the Qbjedtian, ſure and long Experience bath made 
it to appear, that the Admiſſion of foreign'Wanol 
Duty fret, hath been ſa far from! preventing the 
Groth of Engizu Wool, that we have at this Day 
more Sheep and more Wool, the Product of Great 


75 Britain, than ever we had. in former Times. And 


if you- are deſirous: of knowing the Reg/an! of this 
Fact, it is plainly this, The free Admiſſion of Ma- 

 terials:is the Cauſe af Labour; Labour is the Cauſt 
ol Populouſneſs; and a populous Country will al- 
ways produce more Commodities, and have a readier 
Market for them, than if it had been thinner peo“ 


Odjechion IV. © Granting that raw Materials ought 
to be admitted Duiy - free, yet, as Bar-Iron is ra- 


* ther a Manufacture than a rau Materia, it theres 
fore follows, that the Arguments in favour of 
et raw Materials, thould * — * 


Anfwer. This Qbjeion is a mere Play upon 
Ny and therefore deſerves the leſs Regard: — 
| By 


confeſs; ON it is in nn 1 


a much greater Plauſibility in the Argument for/ap- = 
. poling the Importation of Wool from our Neighbours | 


in Kanders, Germany, and Poland, eſpecially-framt our 
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r aw Materials, in 3 Commercial Senſe, is Pts 
. underſtood that State or Condition of the Material, 6 
which is fitzeſt for Carriage from Place to Place, and 
moſt acceptable to-the;great, Body ef . the Manufatturers. 
For in Caſes! of this Nature, the: general Good, of 
the Whole, or more properly, ibe Good of the Majo- 
rity, ought. to take place of every private. Conſide- 
ration. „And therefore, if the Importation of Iron 
in, Bars, rather chan in Piggy! is of maſt Service to * 
the general National: Manufacturr, We conceive our- 
-ſelves-fully;authoriſed, ,.by the Liſe, and. Cuſtom of 
all, Commercial Authors, to call Rar-Iron a; raw 
. Material.) In ſhort, ,a Commodity may be 2 M. 
Jatture regarding one Thing, and yet a raw Material 
reſpecting another. W as We are.contending for 
Things, not for Wordt, if you can giye us a properer 
Term, we will willingly. adopt it, provided it ſhall 
appear. that. You and We mean the ſame Thing, — 
Hemp and, Flax are always called am Materia ; | 
and yer Hemp and Flax, and even Mool, undergo 
ſeveral Operations before they are imported, — Nay, 
woollen and linnen Yarn are imported Duty-free, be- 


an they are ee 1. raw PRs... | 
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Ohbictaion V. 10 The "Argyments here * uſe of 


[0 for, aditting raw Materials Duty. -free, either prove 
« poching,, er prove 100 much, For, if they ate 

& valid. and concluſiye, they tend to. rove,. that 
1 Swedgb and Rufſgn Tron ought to * * mitted Du- 
& 0 Hets as well as American.” #7 gt . g 
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nur il, 10 all Caſey whatever, where 7 raw „Ma- 
repigh will come the GN A to the e by 


ng 


ul - 7 * 
DN ” PS © +3 < . * , 4 a , : ” 6 : 
7 — —— A ²³˙¹¹1 2 _—_ | 1 


"The 0E of Ik 
Duty-free, NY 
che For the free Importation of chem 
— 2 ———— oY 
our preſent Syſtem of Laws have, in ſome Cuſes, 
- determined otherwiſe, unleſs You could preve at che 
fame Time, that afl the Laws now in bring in regard 
to Commerce, are fo good, that they cannotbe made 
better Which, We conceive, would prove u wu 
arduous Arternpr. ut in reſpect v f and 
Neuſſtan Tron, it doth not appear to us, chat d Im- 
portation of them Duty-free-would lower the Price 
to the Manufacturer: Becauſe the Govern- 
ments of and Naſſia would be the only Gan- 
ers, by laying on additicnal Duties, in Paoportivn to 
What was taken off in England. Now eln i Li- 
cumſtance in” which our Colonies in Neu Aweriza = 
widely differ from Sa. amd Neis: For theſe Pro- 
vines, thoſe eſpecially which are immediately under 
the Juriſgiftion of the Crown, can lay no Duties 
_ *wharſoever, without the Conſent of the Goverament. 
Home. Ru 0 n 
Auer 12 Wen een e IH 
2 to have the Preference, becauſe they take 
Enghſb Manufactures in return, neither prodibiting 
nor taxi them. But Sweden prohibits ulmoſt all 
our Manüfactures: And we Know not how foon 
NAſiia may do the like, and give the Preference to 
the Mandfactures of France. However that may 
prove, one Thing is certain x namely, That what 
are not prohibited, . are conſiderably taxed both by 
Kufſia and Sweden. This therefore is another” Cir- 


cumftance, which demonſtrates, that the Caſes are 
— | not 


} 2 


* 


* 
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Intereſt of His Majeſty's Revenue; We deſire not 
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pot parallel 3 and conſequently, chat the * 
bs ven il founded, ONS. 


We are one WEL te” N 


UPON de Whole, 


| Les, tht erty (REN Perſon, every impar- - 
tial Man in the Kingdom, will readily agree, That 


Bar- Iron ought to be imported from our Colonies 


Duty fras, both for their ſakes and ours. As to 


thoſe wo are blinded by Prequdica, or warped by 


miſtaken: Notibns of Self Intereſt, We do not pre- 


tend torworld Miracles for their Cure: But as: far 
as inconteſtible Facts may be allowed to ſpeak, as 
fan as Reaſuns for the public Good can influence or 
as far as ſolid Anſwers can preponderate 


over weak, frivolous and: captious' Objections; — ſo 


far We humbly hope We have maintained our Cauſe; 
and, relying on the Goodnoſs of it, may truſt the 


Event to the: proper Guardians of our Trade and 
Liberties; Tux PARLIAMENT OF- GRBAD Ba1TAIN.. | 


If We aſk any Thing for. Ourſelves, that is either 


with the. Public Good,, or with the 


to ſucceed: But if the propoſed Benefit. is general, | 
andour Intereſts. mutual, We cannot help flattering. 
Ourſelves, that Thoſe of the beft. Hearts, and beſt. Abi- - 


liter, both in the Senate and out · of it, will eſpouſe, = 


the Cauſe, and become the Patrons: of ſo. large and 
numerous a. Body. of Men, and f ro the, 


Commerce of W as” 


e Oiet Humble Servant, 


n NON MAN UFACTU RERS 
of GREAT BRITAIN. 
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JE the Objedion drawnFrom the ſu (Loſs of 
the Revenue (Pages 15, 19.) ſhould make any 

Impreſſion at this critical J uncture, We have a Pro- 


poſal in Readineſs, whick would not only remove 
that Difficulty, but alſo greatly increaſe the publio 


"Revenue, at the ſame Time that it would contribute 
not a little to the further Progreſs of the Iron Ma- 


nufacture: It is this; 7 lay a double Duty apon tb 
Exportation f Coal and Oulm "to foreign Parts,” For 
it is well known that Coat is a ra "Material in the 
moſt proper and extenfive Senſe of that Word; It 
is alſo certain, That the French,the Dutch, and becher 


Competitors in Trade, fetch: immenſe Quantities of” 


Coals from this Kingdom, paying for them in Spi? 
rituous Liquors, Teas, and other ſmuggled Goods: 
And that theſe Coals are, for the moſt Part, uſed 
in the Manufacture of ſuch Articles as are intended 
to prevent the Sale of Engliſh Merchandiſe: Te 16 
moreover an indif] purable Fact, that Germany, Hol- 
land, Flanders, Fance, and Spain, cannot be ſupplied 
from any other Coſlieries But from thoſe of Great 


Britain, becauſe there are none others which have 


the Quantities ſufficient to ſupply them with. Why 
then, are theſe raw. Materials permitted to be ex- 
ported, in 4 manner, Rare Fl fay, Dury-free,; 

WI ine 343) 10; for 
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for as to the preſent Duty, it is ſo trifling-and incon- 
ſiderable, that little Care is taken in the Collection 


of it: Whereas, were the Duty doubled, the very 
| Increaſe of the Sum would make it. important, and 
infure i its Collection. It is therefore a great Supine- 
neſs, to ſay no worſe, not to avail ourſelves of 3 
Circumſtance ſo favourable to our Trade, ſo totally 
in our own Power: And thoſe Perſons woyld be hard 
put to it, to aſſign any Reaſon, why the Manufac- 
turers of ' Germany, Holland, Flanders, or France, 
mould be ſuffered to buy E ngliſh Coals at a cheaper 
Rate (which they now do) Than the Manufacturers 

of the City of London, the Metropolis of the whole 
| Kingdom. — Were the Duty doubled, theſe Fo- 
reigners would be obliged to pay near 30,000 J. a 
Year more than they now do: And this Sum would 
go a conſiderable Way towards ſupplying the Ex- 

es of the preſent War, at the ſame Time me i 

would promote our own ManufaCtures, | 
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9 reſpeRively attend Francs and S Briuaia, up 
to TRADE. With Propolals. for removing the principal 

A dvantages of Great Britels. In a new Method. The Third Edi 


on Yn” PEN Pier 24. wy 
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